Foreword
As we approach the fourth anniversary of the ratification of the SDGs, we are very
pleased to present the second annual report on the progress of African countries
towards achievement of the SDGs. We renew our call for an acceleration of SDG
actions to address the pressing challenges related to poverty, infrastructure,
innovation, and environmental sustainability.
The 2019 Africa SDG Index and Dashboards Report is a call for action not only to meet the SDGs but also to ensure timely
and high-quality data on SDG indicators. The report focuses on the efforts that African governments are taking to incorporate
the SDGs into their national strategies, budgets, public engagements, and coordination among branches of government.
Governments have a unique and central role to play in achieving the UN’s Agenda 2030 as well as Africa’s own Agenda 2063,
which will continue beyond the SDG timeline. While good governance is a Sustainable Development Goal in its own right
(SDG 16), the active role of government is instrumental to every other SDG as well.
For this reason, it is necessary not only for each country to reflect on its current SDG status and progress, which are featured in
detail in the country profiles, in the full report but to analyze how government-led efforts can be improved and accelerated.
To this end, we invite countries to organize an “SDG Day” to reflect, at the country level, on the progress made toward the SDGs
and how government efforts can do more to support SDG progress. The SDG Day would also be an opportunity to reflect on
how the specific SDG targets can be placed in the national context, and how SDG metrics can be disaggregated by region and
by household circumstances to better understand the current situation and to design policies that truly leave no one behind.
We hope that the 2019 Africa SDG Index and Dashboards Report will enlighten policy makers and the public on the progress
so far towards the SDGs in Africa, and will serve as a catalyst to inspire increasing efforts by citizens, governments, businesses,
academics, NGOs, and other partners within and beyond the continent to support the SDGs in Africa. With just over a decade
left until 2030, time is running out and the stakes are high. We call on all partners to redouble their efforts to achieve the SDGs.

Belay Begashaw

Jeffrey D. Sachs

Director General
The SDG Center for Africa

Director
Sustainable Development Solutions Network
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Executive Summary
This second Africa SDG Index and Dashboards report provides an assessment not
just of where African countries stand with respect to the SDGs and their progress
toward the goals, but also how African governments are implementing strategies
for achieving them. In this summary report, we present the key findings of the both
of these assessments below.
While the 2018 report included only 11 countries in the preliminary analysis of SDG implementation, this report includes
all 54 African countries. To make the survey more comprehensive, additional questions were added, organized around the
following 6 areas: (i) national strategies and baseline assessments in the executive, (ii) budgeting practices and procedures
in the executive, (iii) stakeholder engagement, (iv) coordinating units in the executive, (v) legislative actions, and (vi) main
challenges for implementation. The overall findings on government implementation of the SDGs are as follows:
The SDGs have widely received official endorsements by African governments and have been incorporated into many
government action plans and national strategies.
There are still widespread gaps on behalf of countries in understanding the distances to SDG targets.
There is a lack of understanding on what it will take to reach the SDGs, very little consideration for the financial resources
that will need to be mobilized, and who will provide the necessary funds.
Engagement with the public and other stakeholders can significantly be improved. Only four countries have an online
portal where citizens can see their countries’ progress toward the SDGs, and less than half of all countries have done
awareness-raising activities.
According to country experts, who validated results for 21 countries, a lack of funding and resources is reported to be the
single most significant challenge both in terms of SDG implementation and monitoring.
In terms of the current status and trends toward achieving the SDGs in Africa, this year’s analysis presents a comprehensive and
comparable monitoring framework at the continental, subregional, and national levels. An additional new feature in this report
is an analysis and grouping of countries according to their performance on each of the SDGs. Some key findings include:
Changes in the methodology and the data sources used to generate the 2019 Africa SDG Index have produced different
results from last year’s report. The average SDG index score across countries has remained virtually unchanged, but some
of the rankings have changed. Due to the changes in scope, methodology, and indicators, the comparison with last year’s
results is not possible.
Overall, North Africa is the best-performing region on average, while Central Africa is the worst-performing. Tunisia has
replaced Morocco as the top-ranking country.
Across the board, African countries perform comparatively well in terms of sustainable production and consumption as
well as in climate action (SDGs 12 and 13), but perform poorly in goals related to human welfare (SDGs 1 to 7 and 11).
There is a great deal of diversity with respect to the main SDG challenges in Africa’s subregions. Countries can be broadly
categorized into five major groups: continental leaders, which do better in terms of human welfare but need to improve
environmental performance; growing countries, which are catching up to the leaders but have high inequality; middle-ofthe-pack countries, which must maintain environmental performance while improving human welfare; emerging
countries, which are also experiencing growth but still lag in terms of human welfare; and distressed countries, most of
which are experiencing conflict, that will require the most support to achieve the SDGs.
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1. Africa SDG Index 2019
The 2019 Africa SDG Index ranks 52 African countries based on 97 indicators across all 17 goals. Seychelles and Libya
are excluded due to insufficient data coverage. The SDG Index score signifies a country’s position between the worst (0)
and best (100) outcomes. Mauritius tops this year’s ranking with a score of 66.19, meaning that the country is 66% of the
way towards achieving the SDGs, according to our methodology.

Rank

Country

Score

Rank

1

Mauritius

66.19

27

Mali

51.75

2

Tunisia

66.12

28

Cameroon

51.57

3

Algeria

65.77

29

Benin

51.52

4

Morocco

64.37

30

Mozambique

51.42

5

Cabo Verde

64.08

31

Mauritania

51.29

6

Egypt, Arab Rep.

63.78

32

Lesotho

50.91

7

São Tomé and Príncipe

61.84

33

Niger

50.33

8

Botswana

61.64

34

Burundi

50.25

9

Ghana

61.19

35

Sierra Leone

49.75

10

South Africa

60.43

36

Djibouti

49.67

11

Gabon

59.38

37

Guinea

49.36

12

Rwanda

57.90

38

Angola

49.26

13

Namibia

57.09

39

Congo, Rep.

48.66

14

Senegal

56.96

40

Liberia

48.03

15

Kenya

56.55

41

Comoros

47.57

16

Tanzania

55.95

42

Sudan

47.40

17

Côte d’Ivoire

55.59

43

Nigeria

47.07

18

Uganda

54.88

44

Madagascar

45.57

19

Zimbabwe

54.81

45

Guinea-Bissau

45.48

20

Burkina Faso

53.48

46

Equatorial Guinea

43.39

21

Ethiopia

53.22

47

Eritrea

43.33

22

Zambia

53.05

48

Congo, Dem. Rep.

41.62

23

Togo

52.69

49

Somalia

40.12

24

Eswatini

52.36

50

Chad

38.73

25

Malawi

52.32

51

Central African Republic

36.70

26

The Gambia

51.91

52

South Sudan

29.19

Source: Authors’ analysis
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Country

Score

2. Africa SDG Dashboards
The 2019 Africa SDG Dashboards provide a snapshot of the
challenges that the continent faces in achieving the SDGs.
On the Dashboard, a green rating denotes SDG achievement, and is assigned to a country on a given SDG only if
all the indicators under the goal are rated green. Yellow,
orange, and red indicate increasing distance from SDG
achievement. Red and orange are the most common colors
on the Africa Dashboards, showing that the majority of
countries are off-track on most of the 17 goals. According
to this system of color coding, the goals that are facing the
greatest challenges are SDG 3 (good health and wellbeing),
SDG 9 (infrastructure), and SDG 16 (peace, justice and
strong institutions). Moreover, for 13 of the 17 goals, no
country scored green. The goals where the continent is
performing better are SDG 13 (climate action) and SDG 12
(responsible consumption and production).
Analysis of SDG trends in Africa reveal a mixed picture of
whether African countries are progressing sufficiently to
achieve the SDGs by 2030. The only goal for which the

Graphic representation of the SDG Trends
methodology
Green bound “goal achievement”

majority of African countries are on track is SDG 13. The worst
trends can be seen in goals 4 (education), 11 (cities), and 16
(peace, justice, and strong institutions), where a large majority of
countries are stagnating. Across all goals, the most frequentlyobserved trend is stagnation. There is an urgent message
underlying this stagnation: increased internal mobilization and
external support are essential for African countries to achieve this
ambitious development agenda.
The Dashboard on the following page combines the current
status of the goal, represented by the colored circle, with the
trends arrow (see legend below). It is possible to analyze these
symbols together for a more complete picture of where a
country stands and where it is heading for each goal. However,
it is important to note that the underlying data sources are
sometimes different and the trends are based on fewer
indicators due to the availability of time series data. For example,
on SDG 1, Ethiopia faces significant challenges (orange color) but
is on track (green arrow) to achieve the goal by 2030; whereas
Namibia is also currently “orange” but has a decreasing trend.

The 4-arrow system for denoting SDG Trends

p
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Methodological note
The 2019 Africa SDG Index and Dashboards Report describes
African countries’ progress towards achieving the SDGs and
indicates areas requiring faster progress. The report uses the
most recent data available that have been aligned as closely as
possible with official SDG indicators, as well as some measures
of the African Union Agenda 2063. The SDG Index score can
be interpreted as a percentage of achievement. The SDG
Dashboards provide a visual representation of countries’ performance by SDGs to identify priorities for action. The “traffic light”

Decreasing score, i.e. country is moving
in the wrong direction

Score remains stagnant or is increasing
at a rate below 50% of the growth rate
needed to achieve the SDG by 2030

Score is increasing at a rate above 50% of
the required growth rate but below the
rate needed to achieve the SDG by 2030

Score increases at the rate needed to
achieve the SDG by 2030 or performance
has already exceeded SDG achievement
threshold

color scheme (green, yellow, orange and red) illustrates how
far a country is from achieving a particular goal. The SDG Trend
Dashboards indicate whether a country is on track to achieve a
particular goal by 2030 based on recent past performance of a
given indicator (see figure above).
Several methodological changes have been made to this
report. As a result of these changes, it is not possible to directly
compare the results of the Africa SDG Index and Dashboards
with results in the global Sustainable Development Report or
the 2018 Africa report.
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Table 1

NO
POVERTY

1

Africa SDG Dashboard with trends 2019

RESPONSIBLE
DECENT INDUSTRY,
CLEAN WATER AFFORDABLE WORK AND INNOVATION
SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION
GOOD HEALTH
REDUCED CITIES AND
AND
AND
AND CLEAN ECONOMIC
AND
AND
ZERO
QUALITY
GENDER
CLIMATE
GROWTH INFRASTRUCTURE INEQUALITIES COMMUNITIES PRODUCTION ACTION
HUNGER WELL-BEING EDUCATION EQUALITY SANITATION ENERGY

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

LIFE
BELOW
WATER

14

PEACE,
JUSTICE PARTNERSHIPS
LIFE AND STRONG FOR THE
ON LAND INSTITUTIONS GOALS

15

16

17

Algeria
Angola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cabo Verde
Cameroon
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros
Congo
Côte d'Ivoire
Democratic Republic of Congo
Djibouti
Egypt, Arab Rep.
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Eswatini
Ethiopia
Gabon
The Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
São Tomé and Príncipe
Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Sudan
Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Note: If the country has data for less than 50% of the indicators under a goal, the dashboard color for that goal is grey. Time series data are not available for the indicators under SDGs 10 and 12.
For more information on the methodology and data used, please refer to the full report or website www.africasdgindex.org
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Subregional Analysis
North Africa
North Africa is separated from the rest of the continent by
the Sahara and is the most economically developed region.
By cultural, religious, and linguistic standards, it is also the
most homogenous. This region is the best performing in
the continent, having 4 of its 6 countries in the top 6 rank
and the least number of reds. Historically, this region has
had lower levels of poverty that have all been declining
constantly since 2000. This is related to the fact that the
industrial sector is the most developed on the continent. In
these countries, SDG 5 (gender equality) is still a critical issue
with all countries scoring red. Other challenges are SDG 7
(energy) and SDG 2 (zero hunger).
In terms of trends, North Africa is mostly on track to meeting
SDGs 1 and 6, moderately increasing on goals 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, and
15; and stagnating on goals 2, 8, 11, 13, 14, 16 and 17. There
is no goal for which a decrease in performance is observed,
although a few countries are decreasing on goals 2 and
13. Libya, still mired in conflict, is missing data on most
goals. Overall, North Africa looks well-placed to remain a
top SDG performer, although progress on many goals is
insufficient to reach SDG targets.

West Africa
West Africa is the largest region with 15 countries and is
home to the most populous country and largest economy
on the continent, Nigeria. Despite having a considerable
number of countries with red scores, this region has the
highest number of countries achieving green on the
continent. Cabo Verde and Ghana are the best performers,
ranking 5th and 9th in the Index. SDG 3 (health) and SDG 9
(infrastructure) are imperative challenges with 100% and
93% of reds respectively. SDG 4 (education), SDG 6 (clean
water and sanitation) and SDG 11 (responsible consumption
and production) face great difficulties as well. The best
performing goals are SDG 13 (climate action) and 12
(responsible consumption and production). This can be
explained mainly because industry and the manufacturing
sector is not developed to its fullest and pollution is limited.
On most goals, West Africa is stagnating in its progress
toward the SDGs. One notable exception, however, is climate
action, where all but one country are on track to meet the
goal. The region is seeing moderate improvement towards
goals 2, 8, 14, 15, 17. The challenge for West African countries
will be to overcome stagnant performance in terms of social
welfare without undermining environmental sustainability.

East Africa
East Africa is the most economically integrated region in
the continent through the East African Community. The
top performers of this group are Kenya, Rwanda, and the
Seychelles. The region still has a large percentage of reds
per country. The steepest challenges are SDG 3 (good health
and wellbeing), SDG 9 (infrastructure) and SDG 16 (peace

and strong institutions) with all countries, except Seychelles,
scoring red. SDG 4 (education) and SDG 17 (global partnerships) face similar problems with 70% reds. The goals with
better performance are SDG 13 (climate action) and SDG 12
(responsible consumption and production). Somalia and
South Sudan, countries suffering from political instability,
lack of rule of law, and conflict, are in the bottom of the
continental raking, with more than 80% of their goals in red.
Similar to West Africa, there is also stagnation in this region’s
progress toward most of the goals. This region is also mostly
on track to meet its climate action targets, with the exception
of Seychelles. There is mostly moderate progress toward
goals 3, 5, and 14, but stagnant progress for every other goal.
Some goals do not have data from enough countries to make
a regional assessment of trends, such as goals 8 and 11.

Central Africa
Central Africa has the largest number of goals in red. SDG 3
(good health and well-being), SDG 16 (peace and strong
institutions), and SDG 17 (global partnerships) are critical as
all of the countries scored red. Substantial challenges remain
in SDG 1 (poverty), SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation),
SDG 9 (infrastructure) and SDG 11 (sustainable cities). The
best performing goals are SDG 13 (climate action) and
SDG 12 (responsible consumption and production). The
best performer is Gabon with the least number of red. The
bottom performers are Chad and Central African Republic,
countries that face high levels of poverty, political discord,
and violence.
Central African countries are stagnating on 10 of the 15 goals
that were assessed. For the other goals, SDG 13 performance
is strong, and SDGs 5, 8, and 15 are improving moderately.
Meeting the SDGs would require a drastic transformation for
all countries in this region.

Southern Africa
Southern Africa is a heterogeneous region comprised of
land-locked countries, small island, and mid-size and large
economies. The main challenges faced by this region are
SDG 3 (good health and wellbeing), followed by SDG 9
(infrastructure), SDG 16 (peace and strong institutions),
SDG 7 (energy) and SDG 2 (zero hunger). The best
performing goals are SDG 12 (responsible consumption
and production) and SDG 13 (climate action). The best
performing countries are Mauritius and São Tomé and
Príncipe, ranking 2nd and 7th in the Index. Mozambique,
Zambia and Angola are the countries with the largest
number of reds.
As a region, Southern Africa is not on track to meet any of
the SDGs, but neither is its performance worsening on any of
the goals. Progress is moderately increasing for 7 of 15 goals
and stagnating for the remaining 8. The trend towards the
SDGs is thus better than other regions in Sub-Saharan Africa,
but still insufficient to meet the goals.
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The SDG Center for Africa is deeply committed to accelerating the
implementation of the SDGs across the continent, including developing
a new program to help governments build and strengthen capacity on
data and statistical systems for reporting on the SDGs.

The Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) mobilizes global
scientific and technological expertise to promote practical solutions for
sustainable development, including the implementation of the SDGs and
the Paris Climate Agreement.
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