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THE 2ND AFRICAN DIALOGUE ON THE WORLD IN 2050 
 

How to Attain the SDGs within Planetary Boundaries with Focus on Agriculture 
and Food Systems 

 
CONCEPT NOTE 

1. Introduction  
 
Implementation arrangements for both the SDGs Agenda 2030 and the Paris Climate Agreement 
2050 aiming at the future we want, will need to be conscious of the planetary boundaries, whereby 
climate change, ecosystems, population growth and socio-economic considerations are put into 
context. 
 
Despite the known aspirations and political will related to the achievements of the Agenda 2030 
and the Paris Climate Agreement within Planetary Boundaries, the necessary integrated 
comprehensive qualitative understanding of scenarios for achieving sustainable development, 
accounting for the various inter-linkages between the economy, technology, environment, climate, 
human development and planetary boundaries, does not exist. 
 
Cognizant of the above, The World in 2050 (TWI2050) Initiative  was launched by a consortium 
of world-renowned institutions, namely,  the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 
(IIASA), the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), and the Stockholm Resilience 
Centre (SRC). The Initiative aims at developing integrated sustainable development pathways 
(SDPs) with regional downscaling that can be compared to business-as-usual scenarios, 
highlighting implications for an economy that services society and lies within the Earth’s life 
support system1.  
 
In addressing the global development agendas, including the SDG Agenda 2030, AU Agenda 2063 
and the Paris Declaration on Climate Change, the SDG Center for Africa (SDGC|A), is focusing 
on key areas such as research and policy advice, education and capacity building and technology 
and innovation -- all of which require more expansive and complex solutions.  
In its efforts to find sustainable solutions to these complex problems, the Center strategy is to build 
strong synergistic networks and partnerships.  
 
It is in this context that the Center found it opportune to participate in TWI2050 Initiative in 2016, 
and successfully organized the African Dialogue in 2017, in close collaboration with SwedBio, 
which is a program of the Stockholm Resilience Center (SRC). 
 

                                                           
1 D. Giggs et al (2013): Policy: Sustainable Development Goals for people and planet. Nature 205-207 
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The Dialogue, whose theme was How can agriculture contribute to meeting the SDGs in the 
context of social-ecological resilience and the conservation and sustainable use of agro-
biodiversity in Africa; was aimed to achieve two objectives: 
 

• To promote the implementation of the SDGs within the planetary boundaries  after 
consultative discussion process involving different and diverse African stakeholders,  

• To enrich the TWI2050 Narrative with the interpretation of what it implies from the 
diversity of African perspectives and realities, describing possible policy options and/or 
guiding principles of ways forward.  
 

The 1st Dialogue, which was held in Kigali, Rwanda in August 2017, brought together a wide range 
and diverse group of stakeholders to explore sustainable development pathways and add the 
African perspectives in order to achieve the twin objectives outlined above.  
 
The Dialogue generated a better shared understanding of the links between agriculture, economic 
development, social and cultural wellbeing, biodiversity and ecosystems services, all of which will 
enrich the TWI2050 Narrative and scientific analysis of sustainable development pathways for 
global sustainability (Figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1: Purple, yellow, green: Sustainable Development Pathways (SDPs) which achieve SDGs within the Planetary Boundaries. 
Based on World in Transition – A Social Contract for Sustainability. Berlin, German Advisory Council on Global Change (WBGU), 

2011 

The key messages from the 1st Dialogue are presented in the Final Report that can be accessed 
on http://sdgcafrica.org/african-dialogue-on-the-world-in-2050/. 
 

http://sdgcafrica.org/african-dialogue-on-the-world-in-2050/
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2. Objectives of the 2nd African Dialogue 
 

The 2nd African Dialogue on The World In 2050 would gather a variety of stakeholders and 
researchers working with the implementation of Agenda 2030 in Africa, focusing on agriculture 
and food systems. The Dialogue will depart from the results from the first one held August 2017, 
focusing the discussion on how actual pathways to sustainability are formed and what decisions 
that needs to be taken.  

 
The purpose of the 2nd African Dialogue will be to create and discuss African regional pathways 
that enrich the global Sustainable Development Pathway and analysis (Figure 1), in support of the 
implementation of the SDG Agenda 2030. In order not to depart far from the conclusions of the 
1st African Dialogue held in 2017, the 2nd Dialogue’s theme will focus on agriculture and 
biodiversity, but will go deeper in a Pan-African deep dive.  The outcomes from the1st Dialogue 
will be presented, informing deliberative participatory knowledge co-generation. The Dialogue 
will create SDPs, following the steps presented in Figure 2, with an emphasis on Step 3 of how to 
get there. That is how agriculture in Africa can contribute to reach all SDGs within the Planetary 
Boundaries with the extended timeline to 2050. The Dialogue will be the first one in the world 
using the conceptual framework that is being developed within the TWI2050 Initiative.  In that 
sense, TWI2050 is used as a framework and the African Dialogue is aiming to take this framework 
to the ground (deep dive) as much as possible. 
 
The steps will enable bringing African perspectives on the global TWI2050 SDPs to be presented 
to the UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF), enriching the global SDPs with regional (African) 
and sub-regional, qualitative knowledge. 
 
In order for the  2nd Dialogue report to get a wide range of credible audience, efforts will be made 
to organize  a series of side events during global meetings such as the UN Biodiversity Conference 
(Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity), that will be held in Sharm 
El Sheikh, Egypt in November 2018: https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2018 – thereby contributing 
with inputs on agro-biodiversity to the Post 2020 platform of the CBD. The report will also be 
shared/presented to African high level organs such as AUC/NEPAD and regional geo-political 
entities such as ECOWAS, EAC, SADC, COMESA, etc. 
 
During the 2nd Dialogue, participants will be divided into 2-3 two groups, corresponding to 2-3 
African sub-regions (maximum of 15 persons in each group, excluding the facilitators). Each group 
will start by discussing (and complementing) the results of the 1st African Dialogue from the 
perspective of that sub-regions, in a structured discussion around clusters of SDGs. 
 
Thus, each group will discuss the same themes for the corresponding region. The results from each 
group will be recorded in boards, so there will be no need for much interpretation and synthesis 
later. However, different from the 1st African Dialogue, the second one will focus on detailing the 
Present, Future and Trajectory on distinct moments.  
 

https://www.cbd.int/conferences/2018
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For each step, the discussion will be organized by the facilitators around clusters of SDGs.  
 
STEP 1 Present:  Information about present situation, previously systematized into the selected 
clusters of SDGs according to the results of the First Dialogue, will be presented and discussed 
providing a basis of reflection on the history and present status of the region. Information is 
systematized into four boards, one for each cluster of SDGs.  

 
STEP 2: Aspirational Future:  The same process, around the same four clusters, but this time 
discussing the desired future represented by the SDGs for that region, indicating the main 
challenges to achieve them. Initially, the desired and undesired futures are summarized using key 
words, as in the previous stages. Thereafter, Facilitators request participants – divided into groups 
– to make up narratives as texts synthesizing a vision of the desired future.  

 
STEP 3: Elaboration of Trajectories: Participants are ultimately required to discuss which 
plausible paths should be taken in order to reach the desired future. They have to decide which 
authority is the most relevant to tackle each issue previously debated by using a back-casting 
approach (Vergragt et al., 2011). During the elaboration of the trajectory, the participants are 
solicited to define the actors involved in each mentioned measure and define their real power of 
interference regarding each one of these issues.  

 
The 2nd Dialogue will follow the SDP framework presented above and be inspired by the Dialogue 
Seminars methodology that has been developed by SwedBio (http://swed.bio/reports/report/the-
biggest-single-opportunity-we-have-is-dialogue/) and will  also incorporate complementary 
methods from backcasting and participatory scenario literature  (Vergragt et al., 2011, Sharpe et 
al, 2016, Oteros-Rosas et al., 2015, Folhes et al. 2015, Aguiar et al., 2015). 

3. Practicalities 
 
The 2nd African Dialogue will be held in Kigali, Rwanda at the end of October 2018. It will be co-
chaired by Dr. Belay Begashaw, Director of the SDG Center for Africa, and Prof. Johan 
Rockström, Director of Stockholm Resilience Centre.  
 
Participants will representatives from government, private sector, bilateral/multilateral 
organizations, UN agencies, academia/R&D institutions and civil society and farmer 
organizations. Efforts will be made to ensure that there is genuine inclusiveness among the 
participants and therefore gender balance will be maintained as much as possible. 
 
In order to maintain continuity and also benefit from the experience gained in conducting 
dialogues, at least 50% of the participants will be those who attended the 1st Dialogue.   
 

http://swed.bio/reports/report/the-biggest-single-opportunity-we-have-is-dialogue/
http://swed.bio/reports/report/the-biggest-single-opportunity-we-have-is-dialogue/
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4. Expected Outcomes of the 2nd African Dialogue 
 
The 2nd African Dialogue will give the participants the chance to reflect upon sustainable 
development pathways in a structured, coherent and consistent manner and to see how different 
pieces of the puzzle come together and contribute to sustainability.  
 
Specifically, the 2-day event is expected to have the following outcomes: 
 

(i) Creation of African regional SDPs (Sustainable Development Pathways)  within the 
framework of The World In 2050), focusing on food and agricultural systems, using 
participatory approaches 

(ii)  Integration of the African regional perspectives into the global TWI2050 results to be 
presented to the UN, AUC, and other high level organs  

(iii)  Enlargement the stakeholder involvement in the discussions of sustainable development  
pathways to achieve the SDGs within the Planetary Boundaries  -- by promoting action and 
change as a result of the trans-disciplinary process 

(iv)  Improvement of information sharing and networking opportunity amongst the 
stakeholders, including the global modeling community. 
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